GUIDELINES FOR THE
RESPONSIBLE USE OF
GENERIC MEDICINES

You owe it to yourself and your family, to
get proper, professional pharmaceutical
care when obtaining medicines,

SPEAK TO YOUR PHARMCIST
The pharmacist is that professional who is
specifically qualified to ensure that:






You know WHY you are taking your
medicines, and what you can expect
them to do.
You know how to use your medicine
CORRECTLY, including the dose
intervals and duration of therapy.
You understand what SIDE EFFECTS may occur and what to do if
you experience any side-effects.
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SPEAK TO YOUR
PHARMACIST
YOU OWE IT TO
YOURSELF

For further information please contact
PSSA (CWP) BRANCH
Director
Gary S Black (Dip.Pharm) FPS



You know what food, drink and/or
other
medicine
you
should
AVOID when taking a particular
medicine.

P O Box 375
CAPE TOWN
8000



You know what SPECIAL PRECAUTIONS to take when you are taking
medicine.

TEL: (021) 683-7313 FAX: (021) 683-5759
E-mail: admin@pssacwp.co.za
Webpage: www.pssa.org.za
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YOU,
GENERIC MEDICINE and
YOUR PHARMACIST
In order to make safe and effective
medicine available at the lowest
possible cost, legislation has been
implemented to make it easier for
you to obtain affordable generic
medicines from your pharmacist.
What is a generic medicine?
A generic medicine is a medicine in
which the active ingredients are
identical to those of the original
brand name medicine. There may
be differences in shape, size, packaging or colour, but the ingredients
that make the medicine work are
exactly the same.
How do I know that generic medicine is safe?
All medicines sold in the Republic of
South Africa are registered by the
Medicines Control Council (MCC).
The MCC ensures that all generic
medicines adhere to the same
standards of safety, quality and effectiveness as the brand name alternative.

What are the advantages in the substitution of brand name products with
generic medicines?


You save money by buying a more
affordable, equally effective medicine



You use your medical aid benefits
more efficiently



You encourage competition
amongst medicine manufacturers



You exercise your rights as a consumer

When may generic substitution not
take place?






How does this affect you, the patient?
When you present your pharmacist with
a prescription:


The pharmacist will inform you of
the benefits of substituting a generic medicine for the prescribed
branded medicine.



A generic product may be offered,
to you only if its price is less than
that of the prescribed medicine.



You have the right to refuse to accept the substitution



If the prescriber has written, in his
or her own handwriting, on the prescription the words "no substitution"
next to the item prescribed. Discuss the possible reasons for this
with your doctor and pharmacist.
or
Certain medicines should not be
substituted. Your pharmacist is
able to advise you accordingly.
or
If the generic product is more expensive than the branded product
prescribed (i.e. if there is no cost
saving to the patient)
or
If you, the patient, decide not to
accept the generic product

How can I find out more about generic
medicines?


Ask your pharmacist to advise you
about the effectiveness of generic
equivalents and how the use of
generics may reduce the cost of
medicine to you.

The decision to substitute now rests with
you, the patient, following the advice of
your pharmacist
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